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Gender-based violence is one of the most serious forms of human rights violation,
with profound individual and societal consequences. In this context, the media play
a key role as a platform for informing, educating and raising public awareness, while
bearing a great responsibility in how they report on cases of gender-based violence.
The media have the power to shape public opinion, to normalize or break gender
stereotypes and to contribute to creating a society that recognizes and combats the

various forms of gender-based violence.

Inadequate reporting on cases of gender-based violence, especially sexual violence,
can result in serious consequences for victims, such as double victimization, a
process in which media attention further and repeatedly traumatizes the victim.
Sensationalist language, no respect for people’s privacy, and disregard for ethical
standards when reporting on sensitive cases can cause long-lasting psychological
and social consequences. Instead of being allies in the fight against violence, the
media often unwittingly become part of the problem, feeding stereotypes and a

culture of tolerating and normalizing violence.

In this context, the role of the media in reporting on cases of sexual violence is
essential, as their (in)ability to recognize, name and contextualize violence directly
affects public perception and attitudes towards this phenomenon. Recognizing and
clearly naming violence, especially sexual violence, is the first step towards creating
social awareness and collective condemnation of such acts. If the media fail to
adequately identify and name these phenomena, not only can that obscure the
gravity of the problem, but it can also encourage a culture of tolerance and

normalization, especially in the digital space.

Nowadays, the influence of the media extends beyond traditional platforms, with
social media becoming one of the main sources of information for many citizens.
The way the media report on cases of gender-based violence online, where content

spreads quickly, also increases the risk of their misuse. Unethical and sensationalist



news reports can easily incite negative reactions, further stigmatize the victim, or

create online discussions that will result in victimization or hatred.

On the other hand, the media, through appropriate and responsible reporting, can
work on education and raising public awareness about all forms of gender-based
violence, which is also their legal obligation. When the media clearly and
appropriately name sexual violence, they not only embody their preventive role, but
also encourage citizens, especially the online community, to recognize violence,
take a stand against it and demand accountability from institutions. This is of
particular importance in the context of the digital age, where content created by the
media can encourage positive social change, but only if it is based on ethical and

professional standards.

In order to conduct a more in-depth analysis of the impact of media reporting on
rape cases on the perpetuation of gender stereotypes in society, the Institute of
Communication Studies produced the analysis “How the media approach rape and

consent”.



By analysing the language and use of gender stereotypes in news reports, this
analysis aims to identify harmful narratives shared online, targeting victims of
sexual violence, with a particular emphasis on cases where the consent of victims is
questioned, either through explicit denial of its meaning, through coercive or
manipulative circumstances, or through narratives that shift responsibility to the

victim.

The analysis included content that, instead of informing and educating, contributes
to the discrediting of victims and their double victimization, especially through
narratives that question consent or relativize the responsibility of the perpetrator.
The ultimate goal of this analysis is to indicate how the media contribute to the
formation and dissemination of harmful narratives about sexual violence, especially
in the digital space, in order to propose ways for responsible and ethical reporting
that will respect the dignity of victims and raise public awareness about this serious

problem.

The main focus of the two case studies presented in this analysis was media reporting
on rape, the most severe form of sexual violence. The research was conducted using
qualitative analysis of news reports related to two rape cases, one in North Macedonia
and one in France. A case of the rape of a minor girl in Veles, which included the
initial media coverage of the news, as well as news reports related to the subsequent
court proceedings, as well as a case of the multiple rape of an adult woman in France,
Gisele Pelicot, who came forward and publicly exposed the case, in order to break
the culture of silence and emphasize the importance of consent in the legal and
social discourse on gender-based violence. The analysed news reports related to
both cases were published during 2023 and 2024.

The sample that was analysed consisted of 270 news reports published in online
media that reported on the case in North Macedonia that is the subject of this
analysis and 1,400 comments on the posts of news reports on social media, i.e. on the

platforms Facebook, Instagram and X, as well as 250 news reports and 85 comments



related to the case in France. In doing so, gender-based content was analysed through
several specific aspects:

Recognizing the sexual violence

Use of gender stereotypes

Use of gender-sensitive language

Use of sensationalist language

Promoting a culture of gender-based violence

Fulfilling the legal preventive role in raising awareness about gender-based

violence

The type of sources used in news reports

Respect for journalistic and ethical standards in reporting
Including critical reflection and broader context in news reports

The spillover effect of views expressed in news reports on public awareness.



Gender-based violence is one of the most serious human rights violations, with
profound consequences for victims, their families and society as a whole. As a form
of gender-based violence, rape is one of the most severe and traumatic forms of
violation of the bodily integrity and dignity of the victim. This type of violence
reflects the unequal distribution of power between the genders and the deeply

rooted social norms that support a culture of tolerance to violence.

The way in which rape is defined, recognized and treated in the legal and social
context plays a key role in society’s response to this form of sexual violence. In
contemporary discussions, the issue of consent is central to defining rape, as the
absence of free, informed and clearly expressed consent is a direct indicator of

gender-based violence. However, defining consent is a complex challenge.

The Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against
women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention) recognises the structural
nature of violence against women as gender-based violence, considering that
violence against women is one of the main social mechanisms by which women are
forced into a subordinate position in relation to men.' The Istanbul Convention sets
a standard according to which any act of gender-based violence without voluntary
consent is treated as a criminal offence, including coercing another person to engage
in acts of a sexual nature with a third person without that person’s consent. In doing
so, consent must be given voluntarily as a result of the person’s free will, assessed

in the context of the surrounding circumstances.

Although the Istanbul Convention highlights the absence of consent as a key element
in defining rape, in many European Union (EU) Member States, for example,
harmonizing national laws with this definition remains a challenge. The traditional
definition of rape in EU national law focuses mainly on violence, threats or the

victim’s inability to resist. However, this approach is considered inadequate due to



new insights into victims’ reactions, such as “paralyzing fear” or tonic immobility,
which is a common reaction of rape victims and does not involve physical resistance.
Traditional definitions also fail to take into account situations such as surprise
attacks, power relations or ongoing violence in abusive relationships. In addition,
victim blaming, such as judging their clothing, behaviour or morals, has historically

been part of this approach and is often supported by the courts.

One of the positive examples is the legislation in Spain, where a law called ‘only yes
means yes was adopted (solo si es si), which assumes the existence of explicit
consent, while other countries continue to rely on traditional definitions that

emphasize the presence of violence, i.e. physical resistance or coercion.

On the other hand, in France, Article 222-22 of the Criminal Code defines sexual
aggression as any sexual act committed by violence, coercion, threat or surprise,
where the coercion may be physical or moral.” The law does not explicitly mention
the absence of consent, but was reformed in 2021 to categorize forced oral-genital
acts and penetrative acts with minors under the age of 15 as rape. Despite public and
expert support for further reform, France opposes an EU-wide definition of rape,
arguing that “the definition of rape proposed by the European Commission and the
European Parliament is not in line with that of the Istanbul Convention, which

focuses more on the circumstances of such an act.”

In North Macedonia, the Law on Prevention and Protection from Violence against
Women and Domestic Violence defines sexual violence and rape as any act of a
sexual nature, with any body part or object, on the body of another person without
his/her consent.” The law states that it is considered sexual violence when another
person is coerced or forced to engage in acts of a sexual nature with a third person
without his/her consent, where the consent must be expressed voluntarily as a result
of the person’s free will, assessed in the context of the circumstances. However,

amendments to the Criminal Code, aimed at harmonizing the definitions, were


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2024/757618/EPRS_IDA(2024)757618_EN.pdf

adopted two years later, in 2023, when the definition of rape was aligned with the
Istanbul Convention. Amendments to Article 186 of the Criminal Code criminalized
rape and sexual assault, focusing on the “clearly expressed will” of the victim as a
key element for defining consent. Additionally, the penalties for rape and sexual
assault are more severe if they are committed by force or threat, against a child, if
they result in serious bodily harm, death or other serious consequences, if they are
committed by multiple persons or in a particularly cruel and degrading manner or
out of hatred. These amendments contributed to strengthening the legal framework
by recognizing consent as a key element, which improves the protection of victims

and compliance with international standards.

In its evaluation report on the implementation of the Istanbul Convention in North
Macedonia, the GREVIO Committee’ notes that the reporting rates of rape and
sexual violence are extremely low, as well as the number of victims seeking medical
assistance in referral centres, expressing serious concern about the almost non-
existent criminal convictions for such acts.” GREVIO therefore considers that urgent
measures are needed to encourage victims to report the acts and to bring perpetrators
to justice. In this regard, the media can play a key role by raising awareness, reducing
the social stigma associated with violence and promoting available resources and

support for victims.

The problematic definition of consent is closely linked to societal attitudes and
prejudice towards victims. The idea of a “perfect victim” who must physically resist,
say a clear “no” or behave in a certain way to be credible is deeply ingrained in both
legal and public discourse. Such attitudes further complicate the fight against
gender-based violence and foster a culture of tolerance towards violence and its

normalization.

Despite the importance of legal regulation of various forms of gender-based violence,
of particular importance is the need to foster social change that will deconstruct

gender stereotypes about victims and advance social awareness of gender-based


https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/-/grevio-publishes-its-baseline-evaluation-report-on-north-macedonia?fbclid=IwY2xjawIBtSZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHVcp52cR1_KwInEaaUWySsz68JKxUqg-kyIzwpjgx9PicniBVDuXDLnE7A_aem_QiZXUvhGllYKuODa60WCzg
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/-/grevio-publishes-its-baseline-evaluation-report-on-north-macedonia?fbclid=IwY2xjawIBtSZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHVcp52cR1_KwInEaaUWySsz68JKxUqg-kyIzwpjgx9PicniBVDuXDLnE7A_aem_QiZXUvhGllYKuODa60WCzg
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/-/grevio-publishes-its-baseline-evaluation-report-on-north-macedonia?fbclid=IwY2xjawIBtSZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHVcp52cR1_KwInEaaUWySsz68JKxUqg-kyIzwpjgx9PicniBVDuXDLnE7A_aem_QiZXUvhGllYKuODa60WCzg
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/-/grevio-publishes-its-baseline-evaluation-report-on-north-macedonia?fbclid=IwY2xjawIBtSZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHVcp52cR1_KwInEaaUWySsz68JKxUqg-kyIzwpjgx9PicniBVDuXDLnE7A_aem_QiZXUvhGllYKuODa60WCzg

violence. Hence, the definition of rape and the concept of consent, although legally
established, cannot be fully understood without taking into account the social
attitudes that shape these issues. The legal system is often a reflection of the values
and norms of a society, and therefore shortcomings in legal definitions of rape, but
also in their implementation, are often related to deep-rooted social prejudice and

stereotypes.

In North Macedonia, as in many other countries, rape is treated through the lens of
moral and cultural prejudice, where responsibility for the violence committed is
often shifted to the victim herself. Instead of focusing on the (mis)deed and the
perpetrator, society often deals with issues such as the physical appearance, clothing
or behaviour of the victim. This approach supports a culture of victimization and

reduces the likelihood of victims reporting cases of gender-based violence.

Societal stereotypes significantly complicate the understanding of consent,
particularly through the idealization of the “perfect victim,” who is expected to be
passive, innocent, and helpless, physically resisting violence. Victims who do not fit
this stereotype often face suspicion and accusations, leading to secondary
victimization. The OSCE report on gender-based violence in North Macedonia states
that many victims avoid reporting violence due to fear of stigmatization or distrust
in the institutions.” These stereotypes create distorted perceptions of what constitutes
rape and consent, fuelling public reactions that downplay the violence and further

encourage the silence of victims.

In Macedonian society, there is a particularly visible tendency to tolerate traditional
patriarchal values that support the idea that power and control are “normal”
attributes of male behaviour. Such attitudes, deeply rooted in society, undermine
any attempt to change the way gender-based violence and consent are perceived.
Rape is often treated as a private problem, rather than as a social phenomenon that

requires an institutional and societal response.

Despite these challenges, there are examples of social awareness and activism that
suggest the possibility of change. Feminist movements and public discussions on

gender-based violence in recent years have highlighted the issue of consent as


https://www.osce.org/secretariat/419264
https://www.osce.org/secretariat/419264

central to the fight against this negative phenomenon. In this context, the media can
play an important role in educating the public and deconstructing stereotypes, as

long as journalistic reporting is based on ethical and professional standards.

The cases analysed in this publication show that social perceptions can have a direct
impact on legal practice and media reporting. In the first case of the rape of a 15-year-
old girl in Veles, the fact that it was a minor who was the victim of blackmail and
rape by 13 people did not cause sufficient public outrage to demand higher penalties
and more serious accountability from institutions, which speaks of a kind of
normalization of these acts, where institutions and society do not fully recognize the

dimensions of violence against vulnerable groups.

In the context of consent, the way in which society defines or interprets its importance
is particularly problematic. In the case of Gisele Pelicot, the victim’s unawareness
and inability to consent were key factors, but public discussions have also tended to
downplay this aspect, raising the question of whether the victim “put herself at risk”,
reflecting the perception that the responsibility for avoiding violence falls on the

victim, rather than on the perpetrator to obtain explicit consent.

The media have the power to shape public perceptions of consent and rape, but their
reporting often reflects the dominant discourse and societal prejudice about gender-
based violence. Through sensationalist narratives and language that normalizes
victim responsibility, the media reinforces harmful gender stereotypes and
minimizes the severity of violence. In this way, the media contributes to perpetuating
a culture of tolerance of gender-based violence, further perpetuating silence and

stigmatization.



Case Study:

Rape and exploitation of a
15-year-old girl in North
Macedonia

A twenty-five-year-old man from Veles, S. D., communicated with a 15-year-old
underage girl via Instagram in December 2021, with whom he made pornographic
material on the first meeting,” which he then used to force the girl to come to other
meetings, threatening that if she did not come, he would publish and share the
materials with intimate content on social media, thereby harming her honour and
reputation. In this way, the man from Veles forced the girl on several occasions to go
to apartments that were rented for this specific reason, in several locations in Veles,
and through threats and blackmail, he enabled other people to commit both digital
and gender-based violence. Since the end of December 2021 and throughout 2022,
the girl has been a victim of human trafficking - specifically rape, sexual exploitation”
and child pornography. The group was exposed by accident, when a person from
Tetovo who was accused of drug distribution had his phone confiscated and a

recording of the child from Veles was found.

The trial of the 13 people accused in the case began on September 19, 2023. Three of
them were accused of “child trafficking”, some are charged with the crime of “sexual
assault” or “rape”, and one of “production and distribution of child pornography”.
All are between the ages of 20 and 32. One of the suspects in the case, in his defence,

provided false evidence regarding his participation, for which a procedure has been

10 Nonconsensual pornography, often referred to as revenge porn, is any unauthorized recording (with a photo
or video camera) and/or sharing of, as well as threats to share, nude or sexually explicit images or recordings
of a person, all with the aim of humiliating, embarrassing or blackmailing them (Glossary of Technology-
Facilitated Gender-Based Violence, UNFPA)

11 When the goal is blackmail, we can also talk about sextortion, the purpose of which is to extort money from
a person or force them to do something they do not want, such as a sexual act, under the threat that nude
or sexually explicit photos or videos will be published. (Glossary of Technology-Facilitated Gender-Based
Violence, UNFPA)
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https://www.slobodnaevropa.mk/a/29376176.html

initiated by the Basic Public Prosecutor’s Office and during the investigation it was
determined that the suspect was assisted by his lawyer, a hotel owner and a

middleman.

In 2024, the verdict was delivered on World Children’s Day and the Day dedicated
to the Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse. The highest sentence for the perpetrators
pronounced by the Criminal Court in Skopje is 5 years and 6 months in prison, and
the lowest is a suspended sentence. The court found all 13 young people guilty of
sexually abusing a minor, filming her and sharing the footage. “This is not a battle of
men against women, but a battle of future generations,” Judge Daniela Dimovska
said after the guilty verdict.

Media narratives about the case of the girl from Veles are presented through two
dominant positions - a legal and institutional narrative, as opposed to the social

aspect and context of the case.

Some news reports provided in-depth analyses, focusing on statements from legal
professionals, the judiciary and social workers in the context of the protection of the
minor victim and ethical monitoring of the trial. This approach contributed to

comprehensive reporting on the developments by contextualizing the entire case.

In one of the reports on the case on TV Sitel”, expert psychologists were consulted

to emphasize the need for systemic preventive programs, reporting:


https://www.slobodnaevropa.mk/a/29376176.html
https://www.slobodnaevropa.mk/a/33153589.html
https://skopje1.mk/archives/267463
https://skopje1.mk/archives/267463
https://365.com.mk/zatvor-za-site-13-obvineti-od-veleshkata-grupa-za-seksualna-zloupotreba-na-maloletnichka/
https://360stepeni.mk/istragata-za-seksualna-zloupotreba-na-maloletnichka-i-pornografski-materijal-vo-veles-proshirena-za-ushte-10-litsa/
https://360stepeni.mk/istragata-za-seksualna-zloupotreba-na-maloletnichka-i-pornografski-materijal-vo-veles-proshirena-za-ushte-10-litsa/
https://sitel.com.mk/petmina-osomnicheni-za-ucena-vrz-maloletnichka-ja-zavele-na-socijalnite-mrezhi-pa-so-godini
https://sitel.com.mk/petmina-osomnicheni-za-ucena-vrz-maloletnichka-ja-zavele-na-socijalnite-mrezhi-pa-so-godini

In this way, the media adds the social context in order to create concern for the

victim.

However, this style of reporting was not observed in most news reports, which mainly
focused on the “drama” in front of and in the courtroom, broadcasting footage of the
suspects being welcomed outside the court by a crowd of angry supporters of the
suspects” . Other media outlets, however, reported on the case in a way that
prioritized the shock effect over informative discourse” " “". In this way, the focus of

reporting was sensationalist, rather than informative and analytical.

MOHCTPYO3HO, EAHA TOAUHA JA
CUNYBATE, TENANE UWU3MAYYBAJIE!
lMeT nuuya ce npuBeaHU 3a
3nocTtaByBarbe Ha 14 roguiLLIHO AeBojye

MogHeceHa kpuBuYHa npujasa Ao OCHOBHOTO jaBHO 06BMHUTENCTBO 3a
FOHeH-e Ha OpraHu3nNpaH KpUMUHaN U Kopyniija 3a CTOPEHO KPUBUYHO feno
,Tproeuja co gete” no 4n 418-r og KpvBUYHUOT 3aKOHUK - Benat of MBP.

07 Naycuspo Gazeno 27/01/2023 11:43:20 MAKEQOHWIA | CNAJLEP

Text in image:

MONSTROUS. THEY RAPED, BEAT AND TORTURED HER FOR A YEAR!

Five persons have been arrested for the abuse of a 14-year-old girl; Criminal
charges have been filed to the Basic Public Prosecution for organized crime and
corruption, for the act of “child trafficking”, according to Art. 418-d of the Criminal
Code, Mol

Furthermore, secondary victimization was present in news reports”, which also

existed in the narratives of the trials that were broadcast by the media*, whereby

16  VIDEO: Ten more suspects in the case of sexual abuse of a 14-year-old girl - Alon.mk

17 Tears and anger at the beginning of the trial against 13 young people from Veles, accused of sexually abusing
a minor - Radio Free Europe

18 THERE ARE MONSTERS AMONG US: Four people in Veles raped a 14-year-old girl - Lider

19 Horrific event in Veles - 14-year-old girl raped by five people

20 MONSTRUELY, THEY RAPEd, BEAT AND TORTURED HER FOR A YEAR! Five people have been arrested for
abusing a 14-year-old girl - Plus Info.mk

21  Platform for Gender Equality: It is unsafe to exist as a woman in a country that does not act - MakPress

22 The judiciary gives the green light to the perpetrators by imposing mild sentences - VidiVaka
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https://a1on.mk/macedonia/video-vo-sluchajot-za-seksualna-zloupotreba-na-14-godishno-devojche-osomnicheni-ushte-desetmina/
https://www.slobodnaevropa.mk/a/32599458.html
https://www.slobodnaevropa.mk/a/32599458.html
https://lider.mk/megju-nas-ima-monstrumi-chetvorica-vo-veles-siluvale-14-godishno-devojche/
https://lider.mk/megju-nas-ima-monstrumi-chetvorica-vo-veles-siluvale-14-godishno-devojche/
https://kanal5.com.mk/grozomoran-nastan-vo-veles-14-godishno-devojche-siluvano-od-pet-lica/a565827
https://plusinfo.mk/monstruozno-edna-godina-a-siluvale-tepale-i-izmachuvale-pet-lica-se-privedni-za-zlostavuva-e-na-14-godishno-devo-chee/
https://plusinfo.mk/monstruozno-edna-godina-a-siluvale-tepale-i-izmachuvale-pet-lica-se-privedni-za-zlostavuva-e-na-14-godishno-devo-chee/
https://plusinfo.mk/monstruozno-edna-godina-a-siluvale-tepale-i-izmachuvale-pet-lica-se-privedni-za-zlostavuva-e-na-14-godishno-devo-chee/
https://plusinfo.mk/monstruozno-edna-godina-a-siluvale-tepale-i-izmachuvale-pet-lica-se-privedni-za-zlostavuva-e-na-14-godishno-devo-chee/
https://plusinfo.mk/monstruozno-edna-godina-a-siluvale-tepale-i-izmachuvale-pet-lica-se-privedni-za-zlostavuva-e-na-14-godishno-devo-chee/
https://plusinfo.mk/monstruozno-edna-godina-a-siluvale-tepale-i-izmachuvale-pet-lica-se-privedni-za-zlostavuva-e-na-14-godishno-devo-chee/
https://plusinfo.mk/monstruozno-edna-godina-a-siluvale-tepale-i-izmachuvale-pet-lica-se-privedni-za-zlostavuva-e-na-14-godishno-devo-chee/
https://makpress.mk/Home/PostDetails?PostId=522543
https://makpress.mk/Home/PostDetails?PostId=522543
https://vidivaka.mk/sudstvoto-so-izrecheni-blagi-kazni-im-dava-zeleno-svetlo-na-nasilnicite/

the credibility of the child victim was questioned or the crime was shaped to appear
less serious”. In some news reports, double standards were evident in terms of
shielding the perpetrators from responsibility, instead of advocating for justice for

the victim:

99 What exactly happened between the convicted and the victim is unknown,
given that the reasoning behind the verdicts was closed to the public due to
the protection of the victim, but the lawyers of some of the defendants
publicly stated in their defence that she showed problematic behaviour in
the past and present, she consumed drugs and alcohol, and that their clients

are scapegoats in this case.”

Similar narratives were shared in news reports that prioritized a statement from the
mother of one of the defendants in the headline, while not offering a critical review

of the overall event™.

MajkaTa Ha egeH oa 06BMHETUTE
3a cunysare Ha 15 roguwHo
AeBojye ja WoKupalle
MakepoHuja: Ja KoOHTponupane
N poouTenuTe Kage ogena, co
KOro ce gpyxena

. centemepu 22, 2023

Text in image:

The mother of one of the accused for raping a 15-year-old girl shocked Macedonia:

Did her parents know where she was going, who she hung out with.

Such headlines do not place the act of violence as the central issue, rather the impact
on the lives of the accused. In this way, the media shift the focus from gender-based
violence as a crime to the personal tragedy of the perpetrators, subtly appealing to

sympathy. A more direct relativization was observed in the comments on social

23 This aligns with Adrienne Rich’s (1980) critique of institutionalized male entitlement, where systems—
including the media—actively shield powerful men from accountability while failing to advocate for justice for
survivors.

24 33 years in prison for 13 Veles residents for raping a minor - Magazine

25 The mother of one of the accused for raping a 15-year-old girl shocked Macedonia: Did her parents know
where she was going, who she hung out with | Shilo Magazine
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https://www.magazin.mk/33-%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8-%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%80-%D0%B7%D0%B0-13-%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%88%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BB%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A/
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https://shilomagazine.com.au/2023/09/22/majkata-na-eden-od-obvinetite-za-siluvanje-na-15-godishno-devojche-ja-shokirashe-makedonija-ja-kontrolirale-li-roditelite-kade-odela-so-kogo-se-druzhela/
https://shilomagazine.com.au/2023/09/22/majkata-na-eden-od-obvinetite-za-siluvanje-na-15-godishno-devojche-ja-shokirashe-makedonija-ja-kontrolirale-li-roditelite-kade-odela-so-kogo-se-druzhela/

media, shifting the blame on the victim and ignoring the fact that she was groomed™,

without consent, to be sexually exploited for over a year.

" Ne ja siluvale, ja samaralec;  Uste so 14 godini se zapoznavaat na instagram, kade se tie D

roditeli@im kupuvaat telefoni gledaat li sto pravat

decata efon, malku kontrola. Zalno za devojceto koe
bilo zloupotrebuvano, dozivotna trauma

Kolku gordi ima majki znaejki deka nivnite kerki so 14

godini imat ljubovnici ooo e posle koga pukne bruka aj

pedofilija aj uste sto ne nema mesto za opravduvanje

Moze da iskala ona tui:a nisto nese znae ima sekakvi bog
da cuva

Text in image:
They didn’t rape her, they slapped her;

At age 14 they start meeting people on Instagram, where are their parents who buy
them phones, are they aware of what their children are doing, do they control

them? It’s a shame for the girl who was abused, lifelong trauma;

There are so many proud mothers who don’t know that their 14-year-old daughters
have lovers. And when the cat gets out of the bag, they feel embarrassment and

they claim paedophilia and what not. There’s no excuse.

She may have wanted it, nobody knows. There are all kinds of people in this world,

it’s shocking.

While only one media outlet reported the statement of the victim’s counsel after the
court decision was announced”, the statement by the suspects’ lawyer, which

contained stigmatization and labelling, was shared by most media outlets:

26  Online grooming is a predatory form of behavior that involves contacting children and young people through
social media or other digital platforms for the purpose of sexual violence. Grooming works by creating a
false emotional connection with the target and luring them, with the purpose of committing sexual abuse,
sexual exploitation (e.g., sexual exploitation through forced prostitution) or child trafficking. In cases of online
grooming, predators often pose as children or young people themselves, and sometimes when they establish a
relationship, they ask to meet in person, which opens up the possibility of sexual exploitation and sexual and
physical violence offline. (Glossary of Technology-Facilitated Gender-Based Violence (UNFPA)

27 Appeals after verdict for Veles men: Rapists of minor girl received prison sentences below the legal minimum
- Free Press
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https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/zhalbi-po-presudata-za-veleshanite-siluvachite-na-maloletnichkata-dobija-zatvorski-kazni-pod-zakonskiot-minimum/
https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/zhalbi-po-presudata-za-veleshanite-siluvachite-na-maloletnichkata-dobija-zatvorski-kazni-pod-zakonskiot-minimum/

99 We will appeal the verdict. The decision was made without evidence and is
based only on the victim’s statements. Look up and take an interest in her
past and you will see that not everything is as presented here in court

referring to her personality=®. ©

The reported claim by the perpetrators’ lawyer reinforced the victim-blaming

narratives contained in the comments under news reports on social media.

Ali mladinava od devojcinja sho na 13  kolju se krivi deckite tolku i

god staila shminka kilo i izleda ko 25 samata ima krivica shto

i idat so 25 godishni za treva itniu ocekuvala zlatno pernice
duvla posho tie im se "fraeri" nikoj znaela deka se povekje od 1
ne im e kriv sea razmisli malce dali e choek shto povekje .

do fraerite sho idat so niv ili do

= : 1like Reply See translation
domashnoto vospituvanje

2 likes Reply See translation

DALI NEKOGAS OVAA DRZAVA KJE

JA PRIKAZE REALNATA SLIKA ZA
_ SITE VAKVI SLUCUVANJA ? ZASHTO
deckii neznam kako mozete toa ;"‘S‘SSES'LDZTE%:“SQ’VEO'}E;EO
de.:vo;ce da g.o narecete devo;ce,.zal KAKO UBI COVEK | ZA TOA ZOSHTO
mi e za deckive ama toa e toa, site SE PRODAVALA SAMA POD SVOJA
znaeme deka ona seto toa go sakase VOLJA NIZ SITE GRADOVI
i go dozvoli ne pishuvajte Q :;“‘:K‘:'-U NA “EJI?-'N' 14/15god O
- - - exa drzavava nell mnogu
srceparatelni komentari koga ne ja dozvoluva pa i toa) SITE Gl ZNAEME
znaete vistinata i samo skrolate po DECAVA KOI SE | SHO SE A DEKA IM
portali a kako i da e i ona ke si lezi, DOSHLO DO TOA 14 GODISNA
karmata navistina postoela! MRSNA ZA FLASHA | BELO STO SE
PRODAVA DA SILUVAAT SAMO

MALOUMEN COVEK KJE VERUVA
INZATVOR ZA VIKTORIJA !

Text in image:

Young people today... 13-year-old girls wearing make-up and looking like they're
25 and dating 25-year-olds for weed etc. and going to suspicious locations because
they think they’re cool. It’s their own fault. We should think twice before we blame

the dudes dating them or maybe it’s just how they've been raised.

She is as much to blame as the boys. What did she expect, a golden pillow? She

knew it was more than I person, so what more to say?

How can you even call her a girl? I'm sorry for those young men, but it is what it is.
We all know that she wanted it and allowed it all to happen. Stop writing sob
stories in the comments when you don’t know the truth, you're just scrolling online.

Either way, she’s gonna end up in jail too, karma really does exist!

28 33 years in prison for 13 Veles residents for raping a minor, a verdict that is a fight for future generations -
Radio Free Europe
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https://www.slobodnaevropa.mk/a/zatvor-siluvanje-maloletnicka/33209247.html
https://www.slobodnaevropa.mk/a/zatvor-siluvanje-maloletnicka/33209247.html

Most news reports emphasized the 33-year prison sentence that the defendants
received, but did not address the fact that there were 13 perpetrators”, who were
sentenced to minimum sentences without presenting mitigating circumstances,

which shows ignorance of the crime and violence that the minor girl endured.

[lpecyna Ha KpnBn4HMOT CcyAa: 3aTBOp 34
cuTe 13 o6BUHETU of ,Benewkara rpyna®
3a ceKcyasiHa 3noynoTtpeba Ha
MaNoNIeTHUUKA

Cwurte 13 npunaaHMLUM Ha BEAELLKATa rpyna OCyAEHH 3a
CeKCyanHa 3n0ynoTpeda Ha ManOAETHUYKA

3arBop 3a 13 o6BHHETH Of, ,BeslelIKaTa rpyna‘“ 3a
CeKcyaJsIHa 3710ynorpeba Ha 14-rogMimHo geBojue

Haj 30 roaunm saTsop 3a 13 BeJielllaHd KOH
CHJIYBaa MaJIoJIeTHHYKA

33 roAVIHM 3aTBOP 3a 13 BeselIany 3a
CUIyBaEe MAIOIETHNUKA, IIpecyza 3a 6urka
Ha UITHUTE reHepanmumu

Maxegonuja

33 roAnHK 3aTBOp 3a 13 BenelaHu 3a CUnyBambe
ManoONeTHNYKa



https://faktor.mk/za-siluvanje-na-maloletnichka-trinaeset-veleshani-odat-zad-reshetki

Text in image:

Criminal court has ruled: Prison sentences for all 13 defendants from the “Veles

group” for sexual abuse of a minor;
All 13 members of the Veles group are convicted of sexual abuse of a minor;

Prison for all 13 defendants from the “Veles group” for sexually abusing a 14-year-
old girl

Over 30 years of prison time for 13 people from Veles who raped a minor

33 years of prison time for 13 people from Veles for raping a minor, the verdict is a

fight for future generations;

33 years of prison time for 13 people from Veles for the rape of a minor.

However, there were also media outlets that highlighted procedural irregularities”,
leniency in sentencing’and systemic failures in protecting victims*. By reporting a
statement from the victim’s counsel, they questioned the decision to release the key
defendant from detention, emphasizing that procedural precedents suggested a
continuing risk to the victim”. Furthermore, they reported the reaction of the
Platform for Gender Equality, which criticized the court decision, called for harsher
sentences for crimes against girls and women,” and analysed how lenient sentences
send a broader message of impunity for gender-based violence”. The reporting of
some of the media outlets also covered deeper structural shortcomings in dealing

with cases of sexual violence.

30 With a guarantee of 70,000 euros: The 26-year-old from Veles who was in custody and is on trial for “child
trafficking” has been released. | Silo Magazine

31 We need systemic reforms and harsher punishments for crimes against girls and women - Trn.mk

32 Fierce reaction to the below-minimum sentences for child trafficking and rape: A message has been sent that
the crime is not serious! - Skopjel

33 Money for freedom: The Veles man on trial for having sex parties with a blackmailed child has been released
from custody - Skopjel.mk

34 Platform for Gender Equality: Systemic reforms and stricter penalties for crimes against girls and women are
necessary | Meta.mk

35 The judiciary gives the green light to the perpetrators by imposing mild sentences - VidiVaka
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https://shilomagazine.com.au/2023/12/12/so-garancija-od-70-000-evra-na-sloboda-izleze-26-godishniot-veleshanec-koj-beshe-vo-pritvor-a-mu-se-sudi-za-trgovija-so-dete/
https://shilomagazine.com.au/2023/12/12/so-garancija-od-70-000-evra-na-sloboda-izleze-26-godishniot-veleshanec-koj-beshe-vo-pritvor-a-mu-se-sudi-za-trgovija-so-dete/
https://trn.mk/reakczi%D1%98a-na-platformata-za-rodova-ednakvost-neophodni-postrogi-kazni-za-zlostorstva-protiv-devo%D1%98chi%D1%9Aa-i-zheni/
https://skopje1.mk/archives/313779
https://skopje1.mk/archives/313779
https://skopje1.mk/archives/313779
https://skopje1.mk/archives/267463
https://skopje1.mk/archives/267463
https://meta.mk/platforma-za-rodova-ednakvost-neophodni-se-sistemski-reformi-i-postrogi-kazni-za-zlostorstva-protiv-devojchinja-i-zheni/
https://meta.mk/platforma-za-rodova-ednakvost-neophodni-se-sistemski-reformi-i-postrogi-kazni-za-zlostorstva-protiv-devojchinja-i-zheni/
https://vidivaka.mk/sudstvoto-so-izrecheni-blagi-kazni-im-dava-zeleno-svetlo-na-nasilnicite/

33KOHOT rapaHTUPa, HO NPaKcaTa NoTdpna BO
obe3beayBar-eTo NOAALPLUKA HA XPTBATA

Nako 3aKOHOT 33 KpMBMYHA NOCTaNkKa BO 0HOC Ha CYACKATa NOCTankKa WU NocTankaTta
npepn jaseH 06BUHUTEN BeNM Agka cuTe npodecnoHanuym nHeanuanpann tpeba aa ce
rpuxart 3a 3apasjeTo, nobpococTojbaTta u na obesbenar noaapLIKa Ha XPTBATA,
CNMKAaTa BO PEaNHOCTa € MHOrY NopasnnyHa.

[t is important to note that the analysis of social media also detected a large number

of criticisms of the case, corruption in the judiciary, and lack of justice.

Cpamoral!!l U oBa mu e ipxasa 6e ???

Ccceccec sram

A be severnaci vie uste ne znaefte kade ziveete prvo
naucite kade ziveete posle ce mate drzava

So pari se se moze bez razlika kakvo zlostorno delo si
napravil moreee treba vo zatvor da skapat ,toaa e ovaa
nasa cudesna zemja

Ima li normalen vo sutstvovo

Sramotaa !!!

Ete a nashata drzava i nasheto sudstvo...

Bravo za sudstvoto, kacite im platite!!l!

Sramota

prodaena drzava posle mladinata si odela ni zakoni nisto
zastrametese na decata vasi da mu se sluci takvo nesto ce
ja zapalite drzavata dojde vreme da se udira po decata se e
izlezeno od kontrola loso i zalno ., & & namesto da se
kazna najstrogo sho mozi tie gi pustaa na slobodaaa
zastrameteseeeee



The country has been sold, that’s why young people are leaving. There are no laws,
no nothing. Shame on you, if this happened to your children, you'd have burnt
down the country. What a time we live in, you are taking it out on our children.
Everything is out of control, it’s bad and pathetic. Instead of giving them

maximum sentences, they let them walk. Shame on you!
Shameful! You call this a country?

Embarrassing

Northerners, haven't you realized where you live by now? You should realize that

first, then you can have a country.

You can do anything if you've got money, regardless of the crime you’ve committed.

They should rot in prison. What a country, I swear-...
Is there anyone normal in this society?

Shameful!!

What was missing from the press reports was to highlight the digital dimension of
sexual exploitation. At a time when digital gender-based violence is widespread and
targets young people in particular, it would have been particularly important to

analyse that aspect of the case.”

36 Gender-based violence spills over into the digital space: The silent struggle of queer women in Macedonia -
Meduza

37 “Beyond the Screen: Exposing Digital Gender-Based Violence Through Critical Reflection” Stella Network
2024
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https://meduza.mk/fem-101/rodovo-baziranoto-nasilstvo-se-preleva-i-vo-digitalniot-prostor-tivkata-borba-na-kvir-zhenite-vo-makedoni%D1%98a/
https://meduza.mk/fem-101/rodovo-baziranoto-nasilstvo-se-preleva-i-vo-digitalniot-prostor-tivkata-borba-na-kvir-zhenite-vo-makedoni%D1%98a/
https://stella.mk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/%D0%9D%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%80-%D0%BE%D0%B4-%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82_-%D0%A0%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%B3%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D0%B1%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%BE-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BB%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7-%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BA%D0%B8-%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B2%D1%80%D1%82.pdf
https://stella.mk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/%D0%9D%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%80-%D0%BE%D0%B4-%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82_-%D0%A0%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%B3%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE-%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D0%B1%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%BE-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BB%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B7-%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BA%D0%B8-%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B2%D1%80%D1%82.pdf

The case of Gisele Pelicot, the woman who was secretly drugged and raped by her
husband and multiple men in France from 2011 to 2020, has received extensive and
multifaceted global media coverage, in terms of the significance of her decision to

have her trial held in public”, her courage, and the impact on society”.

There were 250 news reports in Macedonian media covering this, most of which had
the same headlines, such as “Macron: Thank you Gisele Pelicot” (over 15 posts).
Although this can be interpreted just as a restatement of the statement of French
President Emmanuel Macron, this type of reporting also demonstrates the
importance of expressing solidarity with the victims by the state leadership and

thus sending a clear message of support to the public.

Most Macedonian media outlets shared headlines and reports from international
media outlets, which focused on the rapists’ admissions of guilt: “I am a rapist like
the others in this room: French man admits to drugging his wife and inviting other
men to rape her.” More significantly, the news reports emphasized that the rapists
come from diverse backgrounds, which helps to dispel the myth that they are easily

recognizable and cannot be part of women’s everyday surroundings:


https://mia.mk/story/%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BD-%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BC-%D0%B6%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B5%D0%BB-%D0%BF%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2024/dec/19/pelicot-rape-trial-dominique-gisele-verdict-france-latest-live
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2024/dec/19/pelicot-rape-trial-dominique-gisele-verdict-france-latest-live
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/dec/19/gisele-pelicot-trial-verdict-france
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/dec/19/gisele-pelicot-trial-verdict-france
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2024/10/9/gisele-pelicot-is-a-hero
https://news.sky.com/story/married-to-a-monster-how-gisele-pelicot-went-from-victim-to-feminist-hero-13274974

The press reports focused on the solidarity and courage, but also on Gisele Pelicot’s
search for justice, reporting: “Her report saved a woman’s life: The heroine who got
a conviction against her husband, who drugged his wife and brought unknown men
to rape her”", “The brave fight of Gisele Pelicot: Victim of a horrific crime, a symbol
of resistance”, “The harshest sentences for Gisele Pelicot’s rapists, justice for all
women in France” and “Rallies in France in Support of Gisele Pelicot and Rape
Victims™°. Headlines such as “Giseéle Pelicot: I Never Regretted my Decision to go
Public” contribute to breaking down frames based on victim shame and encourage
an end to the culture of silence and relativization that enables systemic sexual
violence. Additionally, press reports included statements of solidarity from various

feminist groups and organizations.

The headlines show partial sensationalism, such as: “Horror in France: Man who
drugged wife to be raped by 50 men rushed to hospital. He was to testify in front of
children today. “

On Macedonian social media, a large number of reactions focused on actively
expressing dissatisfaction or disinterest in these topics, not connecting this case to

the daily media reports of sexual violence in the country.


https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/sobiri-vo-francija-za-poddrshka-na-zhizel-peliko-i-zhrtvite-na-siluvanje/
https://press24.mk/nejzinata-prijava-go-spasi-zhivotot-na-edna-zhena-heroinata-koja-go-osudi-soprugot-koj-ja-drogiral
https://press24.mk/nejzinata-prijava-go-spasi-zhivotot-na-edna-zhena-heroinata-koja-go-osudi-soprugot-koj-ja-drogiral
https://trn.mk/hrabrata-borba-na-zhizel-peliko-zhrtva-na-uzhasno-zlostorstvo-simbol-na-otpor/
https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/najstrogi-kazni-za-siluvachite-na-zhizel-peliko-pravda-za-site-zheni-vo-francija/
https://mia.mk/story/%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D1%84%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0-%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B7%D0%B8-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B4%D1%80%D1%88%D0%BA%D0%B0-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%B6%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B5%D0%BB-%D0%BF%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%BE-%D0%B8-%D0%B6%D1%80%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%BB%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5
https://kajgana.com/zhizel-peliko-nikogash-ne-zazhaliv-shto-se-otkazhav-od-pravoto-na-anonimnost

CRNIRERUTIR® [10BOITHO CTyILIAMe 32 CeKAKBHU Tpare/iuu ceKoj JieH 1
Ha BCCTH Ha TCJICBU3H]a H HA HUBHUTC CAjTOBH. AjJIC MOXKCMC HHB JIa TH
n3berneMe, ava M OBME CajTOBM Kako cheMiHa Jim Tpeba 1 Toa jla ro
muwyBaar? Ia jypu u ja 3HaeMe 3a BAKBUTE BECTH, HE MOXEME Jia ja
IIPOMEHVME PEANHOCTa, 32 Xal. Moxeme caMo cTpec Jia lobueme.
Hexon cMe co crmabo cpie... Peammocra ja 3naemMe, 6apeM fia ja
onabaBuMe CO NOY6aBH HELITA, 10 NO3UTHBHU BECTH...

Mﬁé:mmﬁ:xanennrpeﬁaanixoﬁmmmnmm.. Bue cte
cenax 3a6aBHo-KynType cajr. ¥

Sekoj si zema za pravo sve i svasta da objavuva...porano se znaese
kakvi vesti treba da se objavuvaat ...svetot otide u kurac,a i nie so
1 nego...treba celosno resetiranje..

in:exouuanoyuuﬂ,xaxonanojna'rno"necnn" Tapi..Ha KOE HUBO

;Koj oj1 Hac MakeJioHImTe ro Toa MHTepECHpa.. Ui [IaBaTe MJIeH 3a
CIIA/HABTE U OPTATUTE U MeJTAYMHTE &

GNASI NOVINARSKI ZAR OVAKVO NESTO SE OBJAVUVA SRAMOTA
“ISALA ZENITE DA SI GI IZNAJMITE ZA ZIMSKA SEZONA

Penatvemaupatue:

'Traur-ni od Jetstvoto.Poremeten um.
1 Shto majka pa taa go trpela psihopatot so godini?

Text in image:

We’ve heard enough about tragedies, everyday on the news on TV and their
websites. We can avoid those, but should websites like Femina also write about
this? Even if we know about this news, there’s nothing we can do to change reality,
unfortunately. We can only get stress. Some of us have heart conditions... We know

the reality, at least let us relax with nicer things, positive news...

I think that you don’t need this type of headlines and stories... You are an

entertainment website, after all.

Everyone can publish anything now... Back in the day, it was clear what kind of
news deserve to be published... The world has gone to hell, and we’ve gone along
for the ride... We need a full reset...

Which one of us Macedonians is interested in this... or are you just feeding ideas to
some dim-witted people, how to get to “easy” money... Oh, how low you've come,

both websites and media outlets.

Journalistic dirtbags, is this something you publish? Hope you rent out your wives

for the winter season.
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And in the case of Frenchwoman Gisele Pelicot, the false claim that the perpetrators
did not know she was unconscious*, which was repeated by the media, demonstrates
the failure to clearly define consent in cases of sexual violence”. In other words, the
media should emphasize that consent only exists when it is explicitly and

unambiguously given.


https://utrinskivesnik.mk/eden-od-siluvachite-na-zhizel-prizna-da-znaev-deka-ne-e-svesna-nemashe-da-go-napravam-toa/
https://tocka.com.mk/vesti/493852/francuzin-donel-50-mazi-da-ja-siluvaat-negovata-sopruga-eden-od-niv-prizna-ne-se-soglasi-zal-mi-e

The two cases of rape of women show that society has difficulty accepting that sexual
violence is a systemic problem, and not just an individual tragedy or an isolated
incident. The media should have presented these cases through a broader discussion
about relativizing rape, the (non)consent of the victims and legal responsibility,
ensuring that the victims of rape will not only be “heard” (in the case of the girl from

Veles), but also that such events will lead to real changes.

In the cases of the 15-year-old girl from Veles, who was exploited, groomed and raped
by several men, and the Frenchwoman Gisele Pelicot, who was drugged by her
husband and also raped by multiple perpetrators, a different approach in media
reporting is observed. While in the case of Pelicot, where most of the reports were
taken from foreign media, more appropriate and gender-sensitive reporting is
observed, in the case of the girl from Veles, there is great room for improvement in
the way gender-based violence is reported, especially against minors. On social
media, in both cases, negative and condemnatory comments towards both women
prevailed, accompanied by relativization of the rape and the non-consent of the
victims. Although the two victims differ in age, location and circumstances, the
stigmatization of both women through comments on news reports on social media

not only reflects, but also actively shapes social reactions to sexual violence.

In the case of the raped girl from Veles, through sensationalist reporting, selective
emphasis on the behaviour of the victims and preference given to the voice of the
perpetrators, media reports contributed to the normalization of sexual violence in
the public, undermining the credibility of the victims and systemic impunity. This
perpetuates the culture of rape and encourages gendered hierarchies of credibility
in which some are considered “more trustworthy/credible” or “more worthy of
justice” than others. Furthermore, sensationalist reporting is also contrary to the
ethical responsibility of the media, as stipulated in Article 8 of the Code of Journalists,
which prohibits sensationalism in reporting on court proceedings and family
tragedies. Some news reports contributed to the victim being shown in a negative

light or accused of committing abuse. The language of suspicion used in reporting



the case contributed to the strengthening of established beliefs that the victim is
usually guilty and what’s even worse, they legitimized rape. Hence, social media
comments also contained accusations, speculations, and moral judgments about the
rape victim’s actions, rather than focusing on the crimes committed against her. And
when comments that reinforce harmful prejudice, such as “Where were her parents?”
or “Why do girls today look like they do?”, are not controlled by the media, a
dangerous precedent is set that justifies sexual violence. Therefore, it can be said
that media narratives directly influence how sexual violence is discussed, legitimized,

or dismissed.

The analysis of both cases points to the urgent need to shift from reactive reporting
based on spectacularity to victim-cantered journalism and to more in-depth
reporting that highlights systemic failures rather than isolated “shocking” cases.
Without such a shift, the media will continue to be complicit in reinforcing social
norms that contribute to suspecting victims rather than demanding punishment for
perpetrators. However, by focusing on accountability for gender-based violence, as
well as sensitizing victims of different ages and social categories, the media can
serve as mechanisms of justice and awareness, rather than as a site for relativization

and repeat-traumatization.



The analysis of media reporting on the two cases of sexual violence indicates the
need for a more ethical and comprehensive journalistic approach. Therefore, it is
necessary to consider the following recommendations for improving journalistic

reporting on cases of sexual violence:

Media reporting must avoid framing cases of sexual violence around the actions
of victims, their emotions, or their credibility. Instead, reporting should
emphasize the responsibility of the perpetrator, the legal definitions of (non)
consent by victims, and the systemic failures that allow such crimes to occur.
Such a shift will help prevent or reduce victim-blaming narratives and the

relativization of sexual violence in public discourse.

Media reporting should take a victim-cantered approach that prioritizes factual
accuracy, systemic analysis, and advocacy for protection from gender-based

violence.

The media should emphasize clear legal interpretations of the victim’'s consent
in cases of rape when reporting, to remove ambiguity around sexual violence,

but also to influence legal systems to adopt stronger definitions of such consent.

Sensationalist headlines contribute to public spectacle rather than informed
discussion. To prevent misinterpretations and misinformation, the media should
adhere to ethical criteria for journalistic reporting and use gender-sensitive
language. This would be facilitated by continuous education of journalists on
reporting on cases involving gender-based violence and by creating new and

consulting existing resources.

The media should not portray victims in an offensive manner and should take

into account their dignity and right to access justice.

Social media platforms contribute to legitimizing the narratives of perpetrators.
Therefore, the media must proactively monitor and regulate comments under

news reports to prevent the spread of hatred towards women and denial of rape.



In addition, institutions should hold the media accountable for enabling the

spread of misogynistic narratives in the digital space.

The media, through journalistic reporting, should raise public awareness and

educate the audience about the consequences of the relativization of sexual

violence.
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